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(54) PRINTING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the life of a thermal print head 
from being damaged by avoiding the heating operation of 
a heat generating element at parts where a label as a 
medium to be printed does not exist in a label printer. 
CONSTITUTION: When it is detected that a label storing 
cartridge is not stored in a printing unit by a cartridge 
detecting switch 36 in a tape detecting unit 44, the 
heating operation of heating elements 341 -341 28 of the 
whole thermal print head 34 is obstructed through print 
control gates G1 and G2. Also, when a label whose width 
is narrower than that of the thermal print head 34 is 
detected by a label width detecting switch 35 in a state 
that the cartridge is stored in the printing unit, the 
heating operation of the heating elements 341-3432, 
3497-34128 of the thermal print head 34 corresponding 
to only parts where the label does not exist is 
obstructed through the print control gate G2. 
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